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	October 2026

	“Miss Persia Pageant”
Esther 2:1-18

We are continuing our Deep Dive into the book of Esther. The reason we are focusing on this study is to gain wisdom from God. 

Proverbs 22:17 says, “Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, and apply your heart to my knowledge, for it will be pleasant if you keep them within you, if all of them are ready on your lips.” 

Wisdom gives us direction for our life, and hope for tomorrow. Of course, the opposite of wisdom is foolishness, and foolishness leads to destruction. 

I don’t know if this story is true or not but according to KIX 94.1 they released a list of the dumbest criminals in Colorado. There was a man in Colorado Springs in 2009 who walked into store with a shotgun deciding to rob it. After the cashier put the cash in a bag, the robber saw a bottle of scotch and demanded that. I can’t give that to you the cashier said, because you’re not 21. To where the robber took his wallet, handed the cashier his driver’s license. The clerk studied the license and agreed that the man was in fact over 21 and he put the scotch in the bag. The robber then ran from the store with his loot. The cashier called the police and the robber was arrested two hours later.  

Like I said, foolishness leads to destruction. The book of Esther is a great read about two kinds of choices and two kinds of people: people who make wise choices and people who make foolish ones. One of our goals in life is to become people who make wise choices because a lot rides on the choices we make. But before we get to that, let’s begin with the decision-making track record of King Xerxes and what we can learn from it. In chapter one, Xerxes blew it when it came to making a good decision. He decided to divorce and banish his wife Vashti because she wouldn’t obey his command.

Four years have passed since the events of chapter one. During this time King Xerxes had been away on a military campaign against the Greeks where he lost and came home in humiliation. But he didn’t have a queen to come home to because he had banished Vashti from his presence.
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	He regretted his rash actions, but under Persian law once an order was enacted it could not be rescinded. Since the king can’t undo his decision, his counselors suggest a Miss Persia Pageant. From this chapter we learn a few lessons.

Be cautious of advice from biased parties. If you’re going to make a major purchase don’t take everything the salesman says at face value. Read up on the item you’re thinking about purchasing. Read what consumer advocates are saying because they are less biased. Just remember that it is always wise to consider the source of your advice. Getting advice is good. Getting it from the wrong source can be destructive.

Don’t base decisions on outward appearances alone. The recommendation of the king’s advisers was to basically pick the prettiest girl to be his next wife. These young women were not willing participants, and if they were not chosen they would become a part of the royal harem. The only criterion for choosing given by the king’s counselors was that they were young and beautiful. This is the mantra of Hollywood and Madison Avenue today. And the sad thing is so many Americans have bought into this deceptive thinking.

Do the right thing at the right time. Timing is very important in good decision making. By this time Esther had been forced into the king’s harem for consideration as queen. Before ending up there, Mordecai had given her one valuable piece of advice; don’t tell anyone that she was Jewish. There were citizens in Persia who did not like the Jews, so Mordecai wisely advised Esther to keep her ancestry private. Later, time would come to divulge this information, but this wasn’t the right time. A lot of bad decisions are made in life when we try to do the right thing at the wrong time!

Bad timing is usually a matter of impatience and getting ahead of God’s timing. We can make wrong choices financially because we don’t want to wait to have what we want now. We want to buy it now on credit when it would be wise to wait and pay cash. Our timing can be off in so many areas by rushing God. But we can also drag our feet when God wants us to move. Learning good timing for decision making takes walking with God and trusting in His leadership.

Carl Michalson tells the story of an interaction he had with his son. They were wrestling on their front lawn when Michalson accidentally hit his son in the face with his elbow. The little boy was stunned, and he was just about to burst into tears, but then he looked into his father’s eyes. Instead of anger and hostility, he saw his father’s sympathy, concern, love, and compassion. Instead of exploding into tears, the little boy suddenly burst into laughter. What he saw in his father’s eyes made all the difference! 

The sharp blow of God’s message to us is repent. Change our minds about the choices we make. Be wise in how we make our decisions. God is not interested in hurting you. He’s interested in helping you.





Pastor Joel

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
Meals on Wheels:
Decatur: September 7-11

Tekamah: November 2-6



October 4
  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 17:24-18:18
“When Life Gets Messy”

October 11
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Philippians 4:4-9
“Bring Your Request to God”

October 18
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
II Timothy 3:1-5, 14-17
“The Most Powerful Book”

October 25
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
No Info: Pastor Joel on Vacation.

November 1
All Saints Sunday
     New Series: Hope From the Book of Lamentations
Lamentations 1:1-4
“Why Lamentations?”

TEKAMAH:
1 – Linda Pankratz
5 – Carl Feddersen
6 – Wendy Carlson
8 – Chris Bruce
9 – Donna Palmer
11 – Karen Grass
15 – Evan Brodersen
17 – Madison Kellogg
17 – Colton Bruce
22 – Jo Jen Shamburg
23 – Josie Brodersen
24 – Joan Odell
24 – Reagan Rusk
25 – Darrell Goldenstein
26 – John Eriksen
26 – Donny Ball
28 – Joel Lauffer
29 – Micki Kassmeier
31 – Phyllis Casper

DECATUR:
4 – Beverly Siecke
6 – Matt Pickell
7 – Shelby Pickell
19 – Barbara Bates
20 – Keri Anderson Clark
20 – Skip Farrens
20 – Ashley Weiland
November 8
 Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Lamentations 1:18-22
“Breaking the Chains of Guilt”

November 15
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Lamentations 3:19-24
“Unending Hope”

November 22
Christ As King Sunday
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
“Praying a Vow of Gratitude”

November 29
First Sunday of Advent
New Series: Christmas Through the Eyes of: 
I Peter 1:10-12
“The Prophets”

December 6
Second Sunday of Advent
Matthew 1:18-25
“Joesph”






October 2026
Upcoming Messages
Upcoming Messages
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Decatur Ongoing Prayer List
Leanne Brockway	Leonard Hansen	
LeAnn Richards	Phil & Marilyn Schroder 
Marty Slaughter 	Don Drummond	
George Kahlandt	Jean Morgan		
Tyson Schmidt 		Amber & Zeke Metcalf 	    
Lynn Peterson	       	Pam Farrens	
Vida Stapple 		Sean & Teressa Powell

Decatur Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Norma Williams 		Darlene Smith	
Lynn & Karen Farrens                Ethelyn Brewer		
Georgeann Dunning		Alice Jansen	
Elaine Mitchell

Tekamah Ongoing Prayer List
Haley Deemer                      	 Bob Paul	
Rose Johnson         	Barb Ray 
Cindy Dahl	Janet Orton	     JoEllen Davis	Susan Sanders
Kim 	Lois Weatherly      
Lori Titus	Bob Gatzemeyer	
Nathaniel	Alex Daugherty
Bill Hitzeman                      

	
Tekamah Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Mary Benne			Donna Palmer	  
Irene Marhenke              	Yvonne Anderson
Bob Clements	   		Van Newell	
Carol Brummond                        Donna Mock	
Joan Schuler			Susan Method	
Jane Sundell
			

Calendar of Events: August 2026

Tekamah News:
Office Hours – Mon-Thurs – 8:30 am-11:00 am. 
Food Pantry Sunday – First Sunday of every month.
Bible Study– Thursdays at 3:00 pm.
Prayer Meeting – 7:00 pm – Second Wednesday of each month.
Monday, October 5 – 9:30 am – Tekamah UMW.

Wednesday, October 7 – 10:30 am – THDCCC Meeting.

6:30 pm – Special Tekamah Board Meeting. 

Sunday, October 11 – 2:00 pm – Charge Conference at Blair UMC. 

Thursday, October 15 – 10:30 am – Unload Food Truck. 

All Saints Sunday – November 1.

Decatur News:
Office Hours – Wednesdays – 2:00-3:00 pm
Bible Study – Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at the Sears Center.
Prayer Meeting – 1:00 pm – First Wednesday of each month at the Sears Center.                                                                               
Tuesday’s – 10:00 am - Tuesday Trotters. 
Wednesday, October 7 – 5:00 pm – Decatur YUM’s 
    NO Board Meeting

Sunday, October 11 – 8:30 am – Decatur – Jennie & Nico Hardeman serve Snacks Before Church.  

Sunday, October 11 – 2:00 pm – Charge Conference at Blair UMC. 

All Saints Sunday – November 1.
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	Tekamah Card Ministry:
Cards for all occasions (.50 ¢ each) are available at the information table in the Narthex at Tekamah. A word of hope in trying times can make such a huge impact. 



State, National & Global Concerns:
Persecuted Christian Nation for the Month: Benin		       
President – Donald Trump 	Congress – Mike Flood, Don Bacon & Adrian Smith       
Senators – Deb Fischer & Pete Ricketts 		Nebraska Governor – Jim Pillen		                           
District 16 State Senator – Ben Hansen	Great Plains UMC Bishop – David Wilson	  
Eastern Nebraska DS – Stephanie Ahlschwede  		Tekamah Mayor – 
Decatur Village Governance	Tekamah-Herman Schools		Lyons-Decatur Schools 	
Okland-Craig Schools	   End of the Wars    	Lost, Lonely & Oppressed       	
Field Fires         Flooding              Truth	                Young people



Need Prayer or Pastoral Visit:
Call or text Pastor Joel
(402) 670-4688
Email: jplisek@greatplainsumc.org

dssffsCheck us out on Social Media:
Facebook:							Website:
Tekamah Decatur Methodist Parish				www.tekamahdecaturumcparish.org

Sunday Services posted each Sunday before 5:00 pm.

Tekamah Finance Report
Budget for the Year:			$98,766.61         Need a week:				$1,899.36 
Need for January – September	$74,075.04 
Offering for January – September 	$46,457.36
                                                           (-$27,617.68)

Friends, please search your hearts, and prayerfully consider giving an extra gift this upcoming month. We have a huge shortfall, and we are using reserves left and right and I don’t know how long all this can last. 


,

 
Decatur Financial Report

Budget for the Year:	        	$44,079.91                    Need a week:                   		$847.69   
Need for January – September	$33,059.91
Offering for January – September	$28,046.25      
		(-$5,013.65)
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